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All Windows computers can work with many different types of files. Some files contain text, some photos, others videos. To help computers – and us humans too – every file has, as part of the file name, an “extension” of three or four letters at the end of the file name that identifies what kind of file it is. On Windows, if you open the “File Explorer” app, you will get a window that allows you to see all the files on your computer. If you “hover” your mouse over a file name, it will show you the kind of file it is – a text file, Word document, spreadsheet, etc. If you go to the “View” menu option on File Explorer, there is a little box you can check to turn on “File name extensions” so you will always see them. Since you cannot play a video file in a Word document or listen to an audio file using the Paint app, it is helpful to understand what a file extension means and what apps can work with them. Of course, you can always “Ask Google” about any file extension and get help that way too. But just for fun, how many of the following file types do you know? Can you match them up correctly? (HINT: The answer letter “L” is matched to three different file types.
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Need a hint or some help? The Paint app comes free with Windows and can work with or open several different image file types. Microsoft Word can open several different text file types too. Text formatting allows additional enhancements to text such as underline, bold, color, etc.

How was that? Helpful or more confusing? Well, here are the — ANSWERS 
(Do not peek until you are ready!)
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File Type Extension | Match Letter | File Description

Lbmp A Slide show created by the PowerPoint app of MS Office
2.doc and doox B. Universal file of a document that can be easily opened and read
3.exe C. An audio or music file that s compressed

4ipg D. File of text used by the Wordpad free Windows app.
5.mp3 E. This file has been compressed to save space

6.mpgand mpeg . A spreadsheet file created by Excel of Microsoft Office
7.pdf G. Asimple text ile with lttle or no formatting of the text
8.png H. This is a font that s of the popular TrueType family of fonts
9.pps 1. Microsoft Word document

10.ntf 3. Popular video il type for movies viewed on the internet
1af K-A program or app file that can be run on the computer
12,00 L. One of 3 image fles on this list that is used by the Paint app.
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